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An  Anfwer  to  the  Addrefs  of 
the  Oxfad-Umver/itv,  as  it 
was  Printed  at  London. 


Gentlemen, 

MEthinks  theCenfure  of  the  High- Court, 
and  the  burning  of  the  Oxford  Decrees 
fo  lately,  by  the  hands  of  the  Common 
Hangman,  might  have  Hopped  your 
Univerfity-Addrefs,  efpecially  from  fuch  a  dam 
nable  Cenfure  as  in  your  Addrefs  is  denounced  a* 
gainft  all  fuch  as  come  not  up  to  your  Sentiments. 
Had  this  Addrefs  of  yours  been  the  Work  of  fome 
Ignorant,  Unlearned  Layman,  or  from  your  ad 
mired  Sacbwerel,  it  might  have  pafs'd  in  a  Crowd 
for  good  Chriftianity,  without  Examination  j  but 
when  fuch  a  thing  as  your  Addrefs  comes  from  fo 
famous'  a  Univerllty  as  Oxford  is,  it  can't  but  awa 
ken  the  Thoughts  of  many  Chriftians,  as  well 
Churchmen  as  DiiTenters,  to  an  Examination  ; 
efpecially  when  they  fhall  read  thefe  words  in  it, 
viz.  And  when  we  confider,  thts  Church  as  framed  mo$t 
exactly  according  to  the  Primitive  and  slfoftolical  Model, 
we  cannot  but  with  the  deefefl  Sorrow  bewail  the  danger 
of  fo  many  deluded  Souls  as  are  mifled  into  the  damnable 
Sin  of  Schifm. 

No  doubt  but  this  Addrefs  was,  and  is  intended 
to  be  as  a  Pattern  for  the  whole  Nation  to  aft  b\  5 
in  framing  Addreffes  fo  much  now  in  fafluon  $  for 
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extinguifhing,  if  poffible,  the  Qdium  of  that  tu 
multuous  Rebellion  which  your  Sacheverel  and  his 
Adherents  have  lately  raifed  in  London,  under  the 
Name  of  Pligh-Church  and  Paffivc-ObtJutoce. 

This  therefore  hath  put  me  upon  Examining 
what  this  Church  is,  fo  dangerous  to  diifent  from, 
no  lefs  than  damnable  Schifm  ( if  the  Addrefs  be  true) 
and  therein  to  fee  on  what  Bottom  it  ftands  upon, 
fince  the  Danger  is  fo  great ;  and  herein  it  can't  be 
well  avoided,,  not  to  confider  the  Nature  of  a  Chri- 
flian  Church,,  and  what  this  Church  is,,  that  you, 
Gentlemen  QiOxftrJ,  call  by  that  fair  Name  of  the 
woft  Holy,  Catholick,and  ApojfalickChtirch  ^/"England, 
I  have  therefore  been  fearching  the  Bible,  both 
of  the  Old  and  New-Teftament,  and  tho'  I  find 
the  Catholick  Church  there,  yet  can't  find   this 
Holy  Church  of  England  there,  fo  much  boafted  of, 
1  mean  the  Title ;    indeed  the  Church  of  Iff  ad  is 
often  mention'd  there,  or  at  leaft  intended,    and 
the  Chriftian  Church  in  general  •  as  alfo  particular 
Churches,  as  the  Church  of  Jerufakm,  of  S*rdijh} 
"Philadelphia,  Smyrna,  &c.  but  not  one  word  of  the 
Englifl)  Church  :  So  that  I  take  it,  for  want  of  the 
Name,  it  muftbefupply'd,  or  fome  Letters  chang'd 
in  the  Name  Ifrael,  to  make  that  of  England :    but 
this  is  but  guefs,  it  may  be  thofe  Learned  Oxonians 
will  better  inform  us;  which  I  fhali  wait  to  hear. 

In  the  mean  time  I  muft  owrr,  that  tho'  I  can't 
find  that  fair  Name  of  the  Church  of  England  (fo 
often  in  every  Black-Coat's  Mouth,  as  if  he  him- 
felf  were  the  very  Church)  in  the  Bible,  yet  look 
ing  over  the  Ads  of  Parliament,  and  other  Law- 
Books,  I  find  that  Name  often  mentioned,  both  be 
fore  and  fince  the  Reformation.  And  therefore, 
wirh  Submiffion  till  better  Informed  by  thefe  Gen 
tlemen  of  Oxford,  or  their  Brethren,"!  muft  and 
{hall  conclude.,  that  this  Church  of  England  hath 
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been  only?nam'd  as  fucli,  by  the  Law  of  the  Land  • 
and  that  the  Legiflative  Power  of  England  hath 
conftituted  and  appointed  this  unerring  Church  ; 
and  that  whoibever  comes  not  up  to  her  in  all 
Points,,  to  obey  this  eftablifh'd  Church.,  is  guilty  of 
a  damnable  Schijm,  according  to  the  Addreifers 
Doctrine. 

If  this  be  fo,  then  you  Gentlemen  of  Oxford^ 
and  your  Brethren,  I  prcfuroe,  muft  take  your  rife 
of  the  Name  of  Holy  Church  of  England,  from  what 
the  Law  of  England  calls  it ;  and  not  of  Primitive 
Inftitution  or  of  Divine  Right ;  and  that  this 
Church  of  England,  is  eftablifli'd  by  Law,  and  all  the 
Forms  and  Ceremonies  of  it  as  truly  appointed  by 
the  Laws  of  the  Land  as  the  Name :  and  thofe 
Lawmakers  who  eftabliuYd  this  Church  of  England  to 
be  an  Epifcopal  Church,  with  all  its  Rites  and  Ce 
remonies,  might  as  well.,  and  may  yet  do  it,  if  the 
Legiflature  think  fit,  eftablifh  any  other  Form  of 
Church  Government,  as  well  as  that  of  Epifcopacy, 
and  may  call  another  the  Church  of  England  as  well 
as  this.,  and  may  eftablifh  a  Presbyterian  Kirk  in 
iLngUnd,  as  well  as  Scotland,  and  call  it  the  Church  ef 
England-,  and,  by  your  own  Rule,  fuch  as  difobey, 
or  conform  not  to  fuch  a  constituted  Church,  muft 
alfo  be  guilty  of  the  damnable  Stn  of  Schifm. 

But  pray,  Gentlemen,  before  we  go  further, 
where  is  that  Law  of  England  now  in  force,  which 
calls  a  Separation  from  the  Church  of  England,  fince 
the  Reformation,  a  damnable  Schifm  :  I  know  indeed 
in  Times  of  Popery  it  was  fo  efteem'd,  and  the 
Writ  De  hteretico  combunndo,  was  eftablifli'd  by  Law, 
for  burning  damnable  Hereticks,  as  the  Papifts 
call'd  them;  of  which  you  yourfelves,  Gentlemen," 
had  you  liv'd  in  thofe  Days,  would  have  been  as 
liable  to  have  been  efteem'd  fuch,  if  you  had  been 
Diffenters  from  them,  as  now  you  are  pleas'd  to 
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damn  the  Diffenters  for  differing  from  the  efla- 
blifll'd  Church  of  England. 

Now  then  fmce  nothing  but  Church  is  the  cry, 
and  nothing  is  heard  in  our  Streets  butHigh-Chttrch , 
by  Sacheverd  and  his  rebellious  Mob,  with  'Paffi'vc- 
Obedlence  carried  as  an  Enfign  to  folemnize  the 
burning  the  Diffenters  Meeting-Houfes,  let  us  a 
little  examine  what  is  the  Caufe,  and  what  is  the 
Foundation  of  a  Church,  and  compare  it  with  that 
Church  you  pretend  to  be  of.  And  in  the  next 
place.,  let  us  lee  what  it  is  thefe  Gentlemen  call  the 
Church  cf  England 9  if  it  beany  other  than  the  Crea 
ture  of  the  Legislative  Power,  (I  mean  as  to  the 
Name  and  Form)  and  then  fee  if  the  Minifters  and 
Officers  of  this  Church  of  England  are  not  bound, 
limited,  and  appointed  by  the  Law  of  the  King 
dom,  and  wholly  at  the  Difpofition  of  the  Civil 
Magiftrate,  that  is,  the  Legiflative  Authority. 

Now,  2s  to  the  firft,  I  think  almoft  all  Chriftians 
will  agree,  That  a  true  Church  is  an  Affembly  of 
Chriftian  Believers,  gathered  together,  and  com 
bining,  or  mutually  agreeing  each  with  other  to 
worfhip  and  ferve  God  in  the  beft  way  and  manner 
they  can,  agreeable  to  the  Holy  Scriptures :  And 
this  I  take  to  be  the  Foundation  of  a  true  Chriftian 
Church  tib  origin?-,  and  that  fuch  a  Congregation 
or  Society  of  Chriftians  fo  affembled,  in  the  Name 
of  Chrift,  is  agreeable  to  what  our  Saviour  himfelf 
laith,  Wbert  two  or  three  are  gathered  together  in  my 
warns,  tbtre  am  I  in  the  midft  of  them.  'Tis  no  matter 
where  it  is,  by  thefe  words  of  our  Lord,  either  in 
a  fumptuous  Houie  built  on  purpofe,  or  any  upper 
or  lower  Room^  a  Field,  or  a  Barn  ;  its  not  the 
Place,  or  Houfe  makes  the  Church,  but  the  People. 

Now  if  Chrift  be  with  fuch  a  Church,  Society, 
or  Congregation,  fo  mec  together  in  his  Name, 

doubt- 


(  7  ) 

doubtlefs  none  will  fay  but  that  his  Spirit  is  with 
them;  if  fo,  then  the  Ac^s  and  Orders  of  fuch  a 
Congregation  fo  aifembled,  are  good  and  valid; 
and  none  can  doubt  but  fuch  an  AiTembly  may 
eled:  and  appoint  their  own  Officers  and  Minifters 
from  among  themfelves,  to  officiate  and  ferve  that 
Congregation,  for  the  good  of  the  Society,  and 
to  make  fuch  Rules  as  they  think  fit,  for  the  well- 
governing  that  Chriftian  Church,  agreeable  to  the 
Word  of  God  ;  nor  can  it  reafonably  be  imagin'd, 
thiic  becaufe  a  Minifter  or  Prieft  was  not  amongft 
them,  therefore  they  were  not  a  right  Chriftian 
Church,  to  all  Intents  and  Purpofes,  unlefs  fuch  as 
have  any  the  like  Notions  can  believe  there  was  a 
Prieft  or  Minifter  before  there  was  a  People  to 
preach  or  minifter  to. 

And  no  doubt  but  the  Chriftians,  in  their  In 
fancy  at  leaft,  and  fome  hundred  Years  after,  chofe 
their  own  Minifters  and  Servants  of  their  feveral 
Churches ;  which  may  be  fully  verified  both  from 
the  Scriptures,  as  well  as  St.  Cyprian,  and  many  of 
the  ancient  Fathers,  fo  much  efteem'd  by  the  Ro~ 
mam  :  and  nothing  feems  to  be  more  plain,  but 
that  it  was  the  election7  of  the  Church  or  Congre 
gation  of  the  Faithful,  that  gave  a  Right  and  Title 
to  the  Minifters,  to  (erve  and  officiate  in  the  Church, 
and  to  adminiiter  to  them  the  Sacraments,  <£^ 
Nor  can  it  be  fuppofed,  by  any  Rules  of  Scripture^ 
but  that  the  Minifter  was  the  Creature  ef  the  Church, 
and  that  his  Office  was  to  pronounce,  in  theName 
of  the  Church  or  Congregation^  the  Sentences  of  the 
Church^  and  not  thofe  of  their  own  Brains,  they 
being  only  Minifterial,  and  had  only  their  Power 
from  the  People,  chat  is,  the  Church  •  and  rnoft 
plain  it  is,  that  it  was  the  Right  of  Eledion  of  the 
Church  or  Congregation,  that  gave  the  Minifter  his 
Authority,  and  not  that  of  Ordination^  or  Laying 
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on  of  Hands  of  the  Elders  or  Bifliops,  which  is  all 
one  in  Scripture  ;  for  the  laying  on  of  Hands  vyas 
no  other  than  the  following  confluence  of  the 
Eledion,  and  as  a  confirmation  of  his  being  ele&ed 
by  the  Church  a  Minifter  of  Jefas  Chrifl,  for  the 
Service  of  the  Church  who  eleded  him. 

All  which  Affertions  feems  very  clear  from  the 
Scripture,  not  to  mention  many,  which  will  fvvell 
this  Anfoer  to  a  great  bulk :    I  fiiall  only  go  no 
further  than  the  very  AttsoftheAvoftles  themfelves, 
before  any  fuch  thing  as  the  Name  of  a  Bifliop  is 
mentioned,  or,  it  may  be,  thought  of  in  the  Chri- 
ftlan  Church,  for  ought  we  can  find  ;  and  therefore 
defire  the  Reader,  and  thofe  Gentlemen  AddrejJ'ers,  to 
obferve  from  the  firft  Chapter  of  the  Book  of  the 
Atts  of  the  Apoftles,  That  the  Eleven  Apoftles  being 
gathered  together,  with  the  reft  of  the  Difciples, 
immediately  after  our  Saviour's  Refurredion,  the 
Brethren  being  about  Sixfcore,  as  mentioned  in  the 
Text;  and  after  the  Apoftle  St.  Peter  had  difcourfed 
to  the  Multitude  of  the  neceffity  of  filling  up  the 
number  of  the  Twelve  Apoftles,  and  to  chufe  one 
in  the  room  of  Judas,  who  had  hang'd  himfelf,  he 
admonifli'd  the  whole  Congregation  then  aifembrd, 
to  chufe  out  two  Perfons  fit  to  fupply  that  Place  • 
which  the  Congregation  did,  and  let  them  before 
the  Apoftles,  who  pray'd  and  caft  Lots  which  of 
thofe  two  Perfons  fhould  be  the  Man,  and  the  Lot 
fell  upon  Matthias,  who  was  numbred  among  the 
Eleven  Apoftles. 

Now  here  it  is  plain,  that  in  the  very  beginning 
of  Cbriflianity,  the  whole  Aifembly,  the  Difciples 
or  Congregation,  chofe  this  eminent  Minifter,  and 
not  the  Apofties  themfelves  alone  :  And  can  it  be 
fuppofed,  that  if  it  was  of  abfo\ute  neceflity  for 
the  whole  Affembly  or  Congregation  of  the  Di- 
fcipies  to  chufe  fo  great  an  Officer  as  an  Apoftle 
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(as  we  find  they  did)  that  the  Church  or  Congregation 
fhould  not  have  the  fame  Power  afterwards  to 
chufe  their  own  Minifter  or  Servant  of  the  Church* 

But  if  we  examine  further,  we  (hall  find  in  ths 
fame  Boo#,  that  th&Chwch,  that  is,  the  whole  Cow- 
gregxtiotiy  did  not  only  chufe  an  Apoftle,  wanting 
to  fill  up  the  number  of  the  Twelve,  but  in  the 
fixth  Chapter  of  that  Bock  we  fijnd,    the  whole 
Church  chofe  alfo  other  Minifters  and  Servants  of 
the  Church,  and  that  by  the  fpecial  appointment  o£ 
the  Apoftles  themfelves  •  and  after  they  were  chofe, 
fet  them  before  the  Apoftles,  who  laid  their  Hands 
on  them  :  and  thefe  Minifters  fo  chofen  were  cal* 
led  Deacons,  being  feven  in  number  ;  and  thefe  did 
not  only  look  after  the  Poor,  but  we  find  they 
Preached,  Adminiftred,  and  did  many  Miracles^ 
and  Baptized,  as  we  find  Philip  and  the  Seven  did; 
and  afterwards  Stepbei&fuffer'd  Martyrdom  for  the 
Chriftian  Ctiufe,    and  yet  all  chofen  only  by  the 
People  or  Congregation  of  the  Faithful:    from 
whence,  together  with  many  other  Paflages  in 
Scripture,  which  I  purpofely  omit,  forbrevityfake^ 
it  appears  that  all  the  Minifters  and  Servants  of  the 
Church  of  Chrltt,  ought  to  be  fuch  as  have  either 
Right  by  Ele£ion  from  the  Congregation,  or  elfe 
from  the  Law  of  the  Land,  where  National  Churches 
are  eftablifh'd.     Let  thefe  Gentlemen  of  Oxford, 
if  fo,  chufe  which  they  pleafe,  we  may  chance  to 
meet  them  fonie  other  time.    But 

Beiides,  the  Congregation  or^  Society  of  Believers 
fo  gathered  together,  as  before  is  mentioned,  had 
not  only  a  Power  to  chufe  their  own  Minifters^ 
but  Irs  molt  plain,  that  nothing  was  or  could  be 
tranfaded  as  a  Church,  in  the  Primitive  Times,  bu^ 
what  was  done  and  confented  to  by  the  whole 
Multitude  or  Congregation  of  the  Faithful  fo  affen> 
bled.  To  mention  but  one  Plaee  for  all,  and  that 
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is,  the  remarkable  Paffage  in  the  i  yth  Chapter  of 
the  fame  Book,  wherein  we  find,  that  when  a  Dif- 
pute  arofe  in  the  Church  about  the  Circumcifion,  a 
thing  which  a  Man,  now  a  days,  would  have 
thought  that  the  Afojttes  Authority.  hacfr>een  fuffi- 
cient  to  have  determined  that  Point  alone ;  yet  fo 
far  were  they  from  taking  upon  themfelves  a  Power 
of  determining  that  Queftion,  or  to  ad  upon  their 
own  Head,  or  by  their  own  Authority,  tho'  they 
T\yere  the  firft  Heralds  of  the  Gofpel,  and  infpir'd 
'with  the  Holy  Ghoft,  yet,  I  fay,  we  find  in  that 
Chapter,  that  the  whole  Multitude  was  gathered 
'together  about  that  Queftion  at  Jerufalem,  to  con- 
fider  of  that  Matter,  and  after  a  long  Debate  in  the 
Congrenation,  the  whole  Churchy  as  well  Jpoftles, 
Elders,  Diftiples  and  Brethren]  gave  their  final  Sen 
tence,  in  the  Name  of  all,  aud  fent  it  back  by 
Paul,  &C. 

Which  plainly  fhows,  that  'tis  not  in  the  Power 
of  Miniilers,  tho'  never  fo  great,  to  decide  any 
Matters  of  Religion  or  Church-Government,  without 
the  Order  and  Direction  of  the  whole  Church  or 
Congregation,  according  to  the  Primitive  Inftitution: 
and  that  this  Aflertion,  if  need  were,  might  not 
only  be  verified  from  other  Places  of  the  Scripture,, 
but  from  many  of  the  ancient  Fathers,  and  parti 
cularly  St.  Cyprian,  and  even  Popiih  Writers  them 
felves. 

This  being  the  cafe,  'tis  plain  that  the  Congrega 
tion  made  the  Church,  and  the  Church  the  A£s  and 
Decrees,  as  well  as  chofe  the  Minifters  to  officiate 
for  the  Service  of  the  Church,  and  not  they  to  lord 
or  domineer  over  it.  And  it  may  be  obferved, 
from  what  hath  been  faid  in  this  of  the  Atts  of  the 
Holy  Afoftl&s,  how  very  far  they  were  from  giving 
fuch  a  damnable  Sentence  upon  thofe  that  differ'd 
them  about  the  Circitmcifion,  as  thefe  Gentle 
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men  Addreflers  have  done  in  their  Addrefs  againft 
the  Diffenters.  And  it  rnuft  be  further  obferved, 
That  if  the  Sentence  be  true  and  juft,  which  was 
pronounced  by  the  Oxonians  upon  the  Diffenters, 
for  differing  from  them  only  in  Ceremonies,  it  is 
not  only  thofe  in  England  that  are  doom'd  to  that 
Damnation,  which  they  fay  they  cannot  hut  commi- 
feratey  but  even  all  the  Reformed  Churches  and  Con 
gregations  in  Europe,  muft  inevitably  lie  under  the 
fame  Condemnation,  becaufefewor  none  of  them 
have  the  happineis  of  an  Epifcopal  Ordination ; 
and  I  can't  lee  well,  how  even  the  very  Papifts 
themfelves  will  efcape,  as  thefe  Gentlemen  worded 
it ;  for  tho'  the  Papifts  have  an  Epifcopal  Inftitu- 
tion,  of  which  thefe  Gentlemen  and  their  Friends 
do  allow,  and  tho'  they  do  own  their  Priefts  to  be 
lawfully  Ordained,  yet  not  coming  up  to  thefe 
Gentlemens  Terms,  in  other  Points,  they  may  be 
in  as  great  danger  as  thefe  Diffenters  are,  tho'  its 
plain,  that  this  Do&rine  of  damning  all  that  differ 
from  them  came  originally  from  Rome.  And  had 
thefe  Gentlemen  Addreffers  lived  in  the  time  of 
the  Reformation,  and  had  then  joined  with  the  Pro- 
tftants,  I  doubt  not  but  they  had  lain?  under  the 
fame  heavy  Sentence,  as  they  have  thought  good 
to  lay  on  the  Diffenters. 

But  to  return,  if  thefe  Gentlemen  Addreffers  will 
not  allow  of  fuch  a  Power  in  the  Church ,  nor  of 
Minifters  fo  ele&ed  to  be  lawful  Minifters  of 
Cbrlffs  Church^  then,  in  the  fecond  place,  what  is 
the  Foundation  of  their  Church,  and  on  what  Bot 
tom  do  their  Minifters,  of  all  Degrees,  ftand  upon? 
I  am  very  confident,  that  upon  a  ftrict  Examinati 
on  there  will  be  found  out  but  one  of  thefe  two 
ways,  viz*  either  in  the  Method  of  the  Acts  of  the 
Afoftles,  as  hath  been  before  mentioned,  or  by  the 
Power  and  Authority  of  the  Legiilature  of  Great- 
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Britain,  efpecially  that  part  called  England,  taking 
it  in  their  own  words,  the  Eftablifi'd  Church  :  and 
here  they  muft  be  in  the  Right,  for  the  Church  of 
England  is  the  Church  conftituted  and  appointed  by 
the-  Civil  Magiftrate,  I  mean,  the  Legislative  Au 
thority,  and  are  eftablifh'd  only  by  the  Law  of  the 
Land,  efpecially  fmce  Henry  the  Eighth's  Time  $ 
and  fince  that  Time  our  Kings  and  Queens  upon 
the  Throne  were,  by  the  Law  of  the  Land,  called 
Heads  of  that  Church  ;  and  were  ever  fince  that 
time  called  fo  by  the  Church-men,   unlefs  very 
lately,  fince  the  Revolution,  which  fome  of  thole 
who   call  themfelves  the  Clergy,    have  a  little 
boggled  at,  and  have  had  a  mighty  Itch  after  an 
other  Sovereign  Powar  in  Church,  S-ff-irs,  than  is, 
in  plain  Englifn,  like  the  Papifts,  make  themfelves 
the  Sovereigns :    and  the  Paflive-Qhedience  they 
teach  is  intended  only  to  themfelves ;    it  being 

jiioft  plain,  by  the  5 •  Rebellious  Mob,  that 

they  never  meant  any  other  Obedience  than  tQ 

ferve  their  turn,  which  both  the  Sermons  of  &; 

as  well  as  their  Pradice,  is  but  too  clear  a  Proof. 

Now  then  the  Head  of  this  Church  if  England 
tnay  very  reafonabiy,  as  well  as  legally,  be  fup- 
poied  to  govern  this  Body,  and  fo  its  taken  and 
held  in  Law,  efpecially  fince  the  time  of  Popery  » 
fpr-firft,  as  Bifhcps  only  conftituted  the  Minifters, 
fb  the  Civil  Power  constitutes  and  appoints  the 
Bifliops,  by  the  Law  of  the  Land  only.      For  no 
Bifhop  can  be  made  or  eleded  in  EwgLnd,  but 
by  the  Sovereign  Power   and  Diredion  of  the 
Crown ;  nor  none  can  be  chofen  by   the  Dean 
and  Chapter,  before  they  have  Authority  from 
the  Crown  to  eled ;    and  the  very  Perfon  nomi 
nated  by  the  Crown  is  men.'ioned   in  th'e  Conge 
deflier,   which   the  Dean  and  Chapter  are  com 
manded  to  chufe ;    and  they  muft  chufe  that  Per-> 
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fon  mention'd  in  the  Conge  defter,  and  none  other, 
tho'  for  Form  fake,  it  can't  be  deny'd,  but  that 
after  the  Conge  deflier  is  read,  and  they  know  the 
very  Perfon  named  to  them  to  chufe,  yet  they  go 
to  Prayers,  to  beg  of  God  to  dire&,  by  his  Holy 
Spirit,  whom  they  fhall  chufe.  Now  whether 
this  be  a  Form  only,  or  a  downright  Mockery,  I 
lhall  not  determine  ;  and  yet  all  fuch,  by  thefe 
Gentlemens  Do&rine,  as  do  not  agree  with  them 
in  thefe  Fc*ms,  or  diffent  from  this  motf  Holy  A~ 
foftotical  Church  of  England,  as  by  Law  eftablifh'd, 
are  in  a  damnable  Schlfm ;  and,  by  the  Law,  fuch 
a  Perfon  appointed  to  be  chofen  by  the  Congt  dejlier, 

v  the  reft  of  the  Biihops  are  alfo,  by  Law,  comman 
ded  to  confecrate  the  fame  Perion  fo  appointed, 
and  fo  elected.  And  when  the  Convocation  i$ 
affembled,  which  cannot  be  but  by  the  King  or 
Queen's  Writ,  as  by  the  Law  of  the  Land  they  can 
make  no  A&  whatever  without  Licenfe  from  the 
Crown  j  nor  can  either  the  Upper  or  Lower 
Houfe  of  Convocation,  fo  much  as  debate  any 
Matters  about  Religion,  or  any  thing  elfe,  or  to 
make  any  Orders  or  Decrees,  but  they  rnuft  firft 
have  the  King  or  Queen's  leave,  or  elfe  be  guilty 
of  a  Prewunire,  as  by  the  Statutes  both  of  Henry  the 
Eighth,  and  Edward  the  Sixth,  and  Queen  Eliz,a* 
bethy  do  iufficiently  make  appear ;  and  the  very 

i  Name  of  Church  of  England,  and  Head  of  that 
Church  is  prefcribed  by  thofe  and  feveral  other  A£s, 
to  which  I  refer  the  Reader. 

And  I  fuppofe  it  will  not  be  deny'd,  by  thefe 
Gentlemen  Addreffers,  nor  any  of  their  Tribe, 
but  that  the  Bifhops  fo  appointed  by  the  Crown, 
have  the  fole  and  only  Power  in  England  of  Or 
daining  all  Minifters,  Priefts,  and  Deacons ;  and 
none  are  legal  Minifters,  but  fuch  whom  thefe  Bi- 
fliops,  thus  ele&ed,  do  ordain  and  appoint :  and 
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that  thcfe  Gentlemen  Addreffers  will  agree,  that 
all  fuch  who  are  not  fo  ordained,  by  the  feveral 
Bifhops,  are  no  legal  Minifters  ;  nor  have  any 
other  Minifters  whatever  power  to  preach  or  ad- 
minifter  the  Holy  Sacraments,  or  fo  much  as  read 
Common-Prayer  to  the  Congregation,  without  he 
bo  fo  ordained  by  fuch  Bifnops,  as  the  Law  of 
England  appoints.. 

If  this  then  be  the  cafe  on  which  you  Gentle 
men,  that  call  yourfelves  the  mod  perfect  and 
Holy  A^  oft  click  Church  of  England ',  I  would  then  de 
mand  of  you,  where  is  your  Jure  Myiwjhtfy  fo 
much  talk'd  of  amongft  you  ?  It's  plain  to  me,  and 
I  think  to  vcvery  rational  Man,  that  if  you  have 
no  other  Title  than  Ads  of  Parliament,  that  your 
Jure  di-vinofrip  fo  much  boafted  of,  is  no  other 
than  Jure  bumano,  unlefs  you  Gentlemen,  and 
thofe  of  your  Tribe  take  your  Rife  from  the  Akh 
tf  the  A  f  oft  le  s. 

But  it  may  be  you  Gentlemen,  and  the  reft  of 
your  Society,  have  a  middle  way  between  both,, 
or  rather  a  courfe  to  the  Miniftry-or  Priefthood, 
of  another  Stamp  than  either  of  the  aforementi- 
o'ned  ways ,  and  that  feems,  by  fornc  of  the  Tribe, 
to  be  at  this  Day  much  infilled  on,  which  is  a 
Lineal  Defcent  of  Bifhops,  as  the  Papifts  do,  from 
St.  Peter,  as  Head  and  Chief  of  the  Apoftles,  and 
iirft  Bifhop  of  Rome  \  and  which  the  Papifts  fey, 
that  from  him,  to  this  Day,  every  Bifhop  of  Rome, 
by  a  Lineal  Defcent  or  Courfe  of  Succeflion,  have 
the  only  Power  of  ccnftiniting  Bifhops,  Priefts, 
and  Deacons,  &c.  I  know  very  well  the  Papifts 
have  fuch  an  Invention,  as  the  only  wa.y  to.  keep 
up  the  Hierarchy  or  Jur^Jlvi^ftif  of  their  Church. 
And  they  alfo  tell  us,  that  Sr.  Peter,  from  the  words 
of  our  Saviour,  was  Prince  of  the  Afoftles^  and  felted 
as  fuch,  Pifliop  of  Rome,  for  the  fpace  of  24  or  25- 
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Years :  and  the  Papifts,  to  prove  their  Affertion, 
cite  you  the  words  of  our  Lord,  i/;&.  that  upon 
Peters  confeffion  of  him  to  be  Ghrift,  Thou  art 
Peter,  and  upon  this  Rock  will  I  build  my  Churchy  and 
the  Gates  of  Hell  foall  not  prevail  againft  it :  ergo,  there 
can  be  no  true  Church,  but  under  the  Authority  of 
St.  Peter  and  his  Succeffors. 

Now  having  not  to  do  with  profeffed  Papifts,  in 
this  Arifwer  to  the  Qxoni*n  Addrefs,  it  will  be 
needlefs  to  flay  long  on  an  Anfwer  to  fuch  ridi 
culous  Notions,  yet,  with  the  Reader's  leave,  can't 
pafsthis  Fancy  of  the  Romanics  by,  without  fome 
fliort  Anfwer,  before  I  come  to  the  Addreflers. 

In  the  firft  place  then,  to  anfwer  the  Papifts 
whimfy  of  St.  Pettr's  being  Head  of  the  Church, 
and  Bifhop  of  Rome,  24  or  25:  Years,  as  Murray, 
and  divers  of  their  Authors  affert;  there  is  nothing^ 
I  think,  plainer  in  our  Saviour's  Words,  which  th$ 
Papifts  bring  to  (hew,  that  St.  Peter  is  the  Head  of 
the- Church,  than  that  our  Saviour  meant  Peters 
Faith,  when  Peter  being  asked  by  our  Saviour, 
Whom  fay  ye  that  lam?  Peter  anfwer'd,  The  Chritf 
the  fon  of  the  living  God -,  then  our  Saviour  faith, 
Thou  art  Peter,  and  upon  this  rock  will  I  build  my 
Church,  and  the  gates  of  hell  fiall  not  prevail  agxinft  It. 
Thefe  words  can  mean  nothing  but  the  Confeflion 
of  Chriit  by  St.Peter  to  be  the  Chrift;  and  that  the 
Belief  of  St.  Peter,  or  the  Faith  of  St.  Peter  was  that 
Rock  on  which  Chrift  would  build  his  Churchy  and 
the  G.ates  of  Hell  fhould  not  prevail  againft  it; 
and  not  upon  the  Perfon  of  St,  Peter,  who  was  buc 
a  Mortal  and  a  Fallible  Man,  as  we  fee  immedi 
ately  after,  when  our  Saviour  himfelf,  calls  him 
Satan,  bidding  him  get  him  behind  him  Satan. 

But  again,  had  our  Lord's  words  been  meant  to 
the  Perfon  of  St.  Peter,  St.  Peter  ought  himfelf  to 
have  continued  in  the  World,  and  in  an  unfltaken 
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State,  even  tojthis  Day,  or  at  leaft  our  Saviour 
mnft  have  hinted,  or  fomewhere  have  expreffed, 
that  Peter  ftiould  have  Succeffors,  arid  have  given 
him  a  Power  to  make  or  appoint  fuch  Succeffors 
to  the  World's  End,  which  is  no  where  to  be  found 
in  our  Bible. 

And  fuppofe,  as  the  Papifts  fay,  that  St.  Peter 
was  at  Rome,  and  was  feated  Bifhop  there  for  2f 
Years.,  and  that  he  and  St.  Paul,  both  together,  in 
one  Day,  fuffered  Martyrdom  in  the  Reign  of 
Nero,  and  that  St.  Peter,  as  the  Monkifh  Hiftorians 
fay,  was  executsd  there,  being  hung  up  by  the 
Heels,  his  Head  downward,  if  they  prove  not  by 
the  Scripture,  that  St.  Peter  had  a  Power  from 
Jefa  Chrift  to  make  a  Succeffor,  more  to  him  than 
to  any  other  of  the  Apoftles,  what  can  this  avail 
the  Papifts,  tho'  he  might  be  Bifhop  of  Rome, 
which  is  morally  impoffible ;  for  we  find,  that 
our  Saviour  gave  as  much  Power  to  all  his  Apo 
ftles,  when  <he  appeared  to  them  after  his  Relur- 
redion,  as  he  did  to  Peter. 

But,  as  I  faid  before,  its  morally  impoflible,  not 
only  that  St.  'Peter  was  Biftiop  of  Rome  2  $•  Years, 
in  the  time  of  Nero,  but  moil  probable  he  was 
.never  at  Rome  at  all,  if  we  may  give  Credit  to  the 
Scriptures  before  Fabulous  Writers;  for  we  find 
by  the  Scriptures,  that  St.  Peter  was  an  Apoftle  of 
the  Jews,  and  Paul  the  Apoftle  of  the  Gentiles,  and 
we  find  Paul  at  Rome,  having  there  gathered  a 
Church  of  the  Gentiles,  few  Jews  being  there  , 
and  that  St.  Paul,  after  writing  to  the  Romans,  fa- 
luted  a  great  many  of  his  Friends  and  Brethren  in 
Rome,  but  never  mentioned  one  word  cf  St.  Peter 
or  of  his  Seat  there,  which  fure  muft  be  very  ill 
Breeding  in  St.  Paul,  and  unchriftian-like,  in  cafe 
St.  Peter  had  been  there,  as  not  to  remember  him 
among  the  reft  of  his  'Brethren  ;  and  if  .Sf.  Tear 
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it  was  a  great  deal  of  Boldnefs,  and  even 
Saucinefs  in  St.  Paul  to  give  Rules  in  another's  Bi- 
fhoprick,  without  faying,  by,  or  with  your  leave* 
which  he  doth  not,  neither  in  his  Epiftle  to  the 
Romans,  nor  elfewhere,  when  he  mentions  th|e 
Church  of  Rome  ;  but  it  may  be  the  Diocefs  of 
Bifhopricks  and  Archbifhopricks  were  not  as  yet 
in  fafhion. 

And  we  find,,  moreover,  that  St.  Peter,  the  laft 
time  we  hear  of  him  in  Scripture  was  at  Babylon^ 
and  feated  there  ;  for  he  dates  one  of  his  Epiftles 
from  Babylon^  which  is  the  utrrloft  Parts  of  the 
Eaft  of  Affjna,  j  and  how  lie  fhould  come  fo  far 
into  the  Weft  as  Rome,  over  Sea  and  Land,  fo  ma 
ny  thoufand  Miles,  is  hard  to  reconcile,  when  not 
the  leaft  notice  is  taken  of  his  Journey,  or  his  Voy 
age  in  the  Scriptures,  unlefs  he  was  carried  by  a 
Whirlwind,  over  Sea  and  Land,  or  as  is  faid  of  the 
Lady  Loretta's  Chapel-  or  Houfe,  where  our  Savi 
our  was  born,  which  was  brought  from  $Ta&irei& 
in  Judea>  by  the  Spirits,  in  one  Night,  and  fet 
down  all  intire  in  Dalmatla  ;  and  then  took  ano 
ther  Journey,  three  or  four  Years  after,  and  plari-r 
ted  itfelf  in  the  Marches  De<mcone,  in  the  Field  of 
a  Pious  Lady  ;  but  becaufe  that  Place  was  alfo  di- 
fturbed  by  Robbers  that  incommoded  the  Pilgrim^ 
being  near  a  Wood,  it  was  again  tranfported  by 
the  Spirits,  eight  Months  after,  half  a  League  di- 
ftant,  and  fet  upon  a  Hill,  where  it  remains  to 
this  Day.  Now  thofe  that  have  Faith  enough  to 
believe  the  one,  no  doubt  may  as  well  believe  the 
other,  there's  the  fame  Authority  for  both. 

But  fuppofe  all  was  true  which  thefe  Mohkiffii 
Authors  have  fet  down  of  St.  Peer's  being  Bifhop 
of  Romty  and  feating  himfelf  there,  where  is  the 
place  in  the  Gofpel,  or  in  any  of  the  Epiftles,  that 
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gives  Power  to  St.  Peter  to  delegate  his  Authority 
to  his  Suceeffors,  Biihop  of  Romel  And  can  we 
find  that  ever  he  attempted  it  ?  and  fuppofe  he 
had  delegated  or  left  fuch  a  Power  to  his  Succet 
fors,  Bifhops  or  Popes  of  Romey  I  can't  fee  thdn, 
but  that  to  have  a  Divine  Ordination  this  way, 
tnd  to  make  themfelves  Legal  Minifters,  Bifliops 
or  Pi  iefts,  exclufive  of  all  others,  but  that  they  of 
Rome  mult  fhow  us  a  perfeft  and  dire&  Line,  un- 
int  erupted  of  Succeffion  ever  fince  St.  deters  Time, 
whfch  is  impoffible  to  be  Ihown,  becaufe  'fis  no 
torious  that  there  have  been  often  Interuptions  in 
that  See  of  Rome,  and  fometimes  two  or  three 
Popes  cr  Bifhops  of  Rome  at  one  and  the  fame 
time,  and  all  of  them  calling  themfelves  the  true 
and  rightful  Biftiop,  curfing  and  damning  each 
orh:r  tor  Anci-Popes,  and  Hereticks :  and  fuch 
Schifms  have  continued  thirty  or  forty  Years  to 
gether.  And  if  no  Ordinations  be  good  but  fuch 
'as  come  by  Lineal, Succeffion  from  the  Pope  or 
Bifhop  of  Rome,  in  what  a  condition  muft  fuch  as 
depend  thereon  for  their  Miniftry  be,  fince  if  one 
Link  of  the  Chain  of  Succeffion  be  once  broken, 
its  impoffible  ever  to  rectify  it  again,  with  any 
manner  of  certainty. 

Yet  here  I  make  no  doubt,  but  that  both  the 
Papifts,  as  well  as  fome  others,  will  tell  us  they 
have  better  Authority  for  St.  Peter's  being  Biihop 
of  Rome,  and  Head  of  the  Church,  than  what  hath 
been  beforementioned,  which  is  from  Ettfibita  and 
other  Church  Hiftorians,  and  divers  of  the  Fa 
thers  :  and  I  muft  tell  them,  in  anfwer,  that  I  be 
lieve  the  Authority  of  the  Scriptures  before  Euft- 
bim  and  the  reft  of  the  Hiftorians,  or  thofc  Fa 
thers  who  very  often  not  only  contradid  one  a- 
ther,  but  often  themfeives.  And  I  muft  tell  thofe 
Papifts  and  their  Friends,  that  I  believe  the  Scrip 
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tures  to  be  the  only  Rule  of  Faith  and 
and  not  their  Traditions :  and  fhould  we  believe 
all  that  thefe  Monkifli  Authors  have  told  us,  we 
muft  believe  things  as  extravagant,  as  that  all  are 
in  an  eftate  of  damnable  Schijm,  who  bring  not  up 
their  Faith  to  the  mod  minute  Ceremony  in  the 
Church,  unlefs  that  Church  be  an  infallible 
Church,  which  our  Church  of  England  never  pre 
tended  to. 

Bnt  to  return  from  this  Digreffion,  fuppofe  the 
Papifts  may  fay,  that  the  Confecnition  of  the 
Church  of  Rome  is  by  Divine,  Right  of  Succeffion 
from  St.  Peter,  as  before,  and  is  the  true  'and  right 
ful  Call  to  the  Miniftry,  and  no  other  is  good,  as 
in  Fad:  they  do,  how  then  can  that  Authority 
avail  any  that  are  not  of  their  Communion;  nor 
have  their  Call  from  thence,  but  ^re,  at  this  Day, 
in  a  Separation  from  the  Church  of  Rome,  and  there 
by,  in  the  fence  of  our  Oxford  Addreffers,  guilty 
of  a  damnable  Schifm  ?  I  fay,  if  that  be  fo,  what 
will  be  the  confequence  to  fuch  as  build  on  the 
Church  of  Rome's  Foundation,,  and  yet  fepara'te  from 
her  ?  I  am  afraid,  Gentlemen,  that  the  Church  of 
Rome  will  not  only  efteem  you  guilty  of  Schifm, 
but  even  of  Herefy  itfelf,  becaufe  you  take  your 
Ordination  from  another  Head,  even  the  Sove 
reign  Power  of  Great-Britain. 

Therefore,  Gentlemen,  if  you  value  ycurfelves 
upon  her  Miniftry.,  fure  you  muft  be  of  her  Sons, 
in  all  Points ;  for  to  ufe  her  Minrftry,  and  yet  to 
feparate  from  her  in  any  Point,  is  to  make  your- 
felves  guilty  of  a  more  damnable  Sin  than  you  can 
fancy  the  Diffenters  are,  by  differing  from  you. 

And  again,  It  muft  be  further  confidered,  that 
if  the  Church  of  Rome  be  an  Idolatrous  Church,  as 
our  Law  calls  her,  then  fure  fhe  hath  loft  her 
CommiflSon,  and  that  Authority  which  fome  are 
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labouring  ftill  to  continue  to  her.  And  what 
then  will  become  of  fuch  as  can  rely  Upon  no  Or 
dination  but  hers  ?  So  rhat3  upon  the  whole  Mat 
ter,  if  you.  Gentlemen,  that  call  yourfelves  the 
Church  of  England,  do  not  rely  either  upon  the  firft 
way  of  a  Church,  according  to  the  AB$  of  the  A- 
foftles,  you  can  then  be  no  other  than  a  Church, 
and  fuch  Minifters  as  are  fo  coniticuted  and  ap 
pointed  by  the  Law  of  the  Land,  this  Land  ha-, 
ving  thought  good  to  eftablifh  fuch  a  Church,  and 
fuch  a  Miniftry,  and  fuch  Ceremonies  as  the  Le- 
giflature  thought  moft  agreeable  to  this  Nation ; 
if  fo,  then  the  Romifi  Pretences  can  do  you  no 
good. 

The  next  thing  is  to  ccnfider,  The  excellent 
Flights  in  this  Oxonian  Addrefs^  but  firft  in  general, 
To  what  End  is  fuch  an  Addrefs  at  this  time  a  day 3 
unlefs  to  San&ify  or  give  Countenance  to  the  Re 
bellious  Mob,  rais'd  in  favour  of  their  dear  Sa- 
chevereli  by  pulling  down  the  Meeting-Houfes,  or 
flying  in  the  face  of  the  Lords  and  Commons  for 
condemning  his  Sermons,  and  ordering  them  to 
be  burnt,  with  the  Oxonian  Decrees.  I  am  confi 
dent  this  Addrtfs  was  not  contrived  by  tjiofe  Gen- 
flemen  put  of  Anger  to  their  Lordfhips  for  giving 
Ib  mild  a  Cenfure  ^gainft  him. 

It  being  not  unlikely  alfo,  but  that  one  reafon 
pf  this  Addrtfs  might  he  to  fhew  to  the  World  their 
delight  in  Such wereF*  Dodrme,  notwithftanding 
his  Cenfure  by  the  Supreme  Court  of  Judicature, 
or  at  leaft  an  Averfion  againft  the  Houfe  of  Com 
mons  for  their  Profecution.  Otherwife  its  hard 
ta  imagine  why,  in  the  ^V/Jr^/V  they  fhould  infinu^ 
^te  *o  Her  Majefty,  as  they  do,  that  they  would 
take  care  to  be  always  rtprcfented  in  'Parliament  by  fuch 
Members  as  will  inviolably  •^a'mtnin  her  Majefy's  jvft 
Prerogative ,  the  Sttccefjicn  of  the  Hcttfi  of  JEianover, 
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the  Right  of  the  Churchy  &c.  Its  hard  to  think,  that 
at  the  time  thefe  Gentlemen  made  their  Addrefs, 
they  had  not  fome  profped:  or  fcene  of  a  new*  Par 
liament,  which  might  have  fen* ed  S^cbeverel  and 
them  in  another  manner  j  tho'  it  muft  be  owned, 
thefe  Oxonians  have  not  hit  upon  *the  right  Ex- 
preflion,  which  the  Gentlemen  of  Gloucester  did, 
was  it  may  be  another  ReaTon  of  this  Adtlrefs,  but  to 
(how  the  World  that  they  wholly  agree,  not  only 
in  Sacbeverel's  Do&rine,  but  in  the  Words  alfo  in 
his  Harangue  at  the  making  his  Defence  before 
the  Lords,  i//*,.  Republican,  Bluff  bemousy  and  Hereti 
cal  Doctrines,  Legal  Impunity  'which  is  allowed  to  tender 
Conferences,  &c.  Yet  it  muft  be  owned,  they  have 
forgot  one  of  the  chief  Words,  which  is  Scrupulous : 
and  had  they  but  mentioned  that  Word  alfb  they 
had  been  perfed  Pupils. 

Now  as  to  the  Subftance  of  this  AJJrefs;  Befides 

what  I  began  with,  which  was,  the  damnable  Scbifw, 

it  appears  how  careful  thefe  Gentlemen  are  of 

Her  Majefty's  Title,    tho'  moft  think,  and  not 

without  Grounds,  that  'tis  none  of  the  Bufmefs  of 

them  that  call  themfelves  the  Clergy,  or  the  Mini" 

flers  ofChrifi's  Church,  to  meddle  with  Government, 

the  Titles  of  Crowns,  or  Politicks ;  nor  was  it  yet 

ever  found  in  the  World,  fince  Chriftianity  came 

into  it,  but  that  where  Churchmen -ruled,  or  had 

moft  to  do  in  a  Nation,  but  Ruine  and  Deftru&i- 

on  befel  that  People,  where-ever  they  had  Power 

or  Rule  ;  at  leaft,  thofe  Nations  were  always  en^- 

flaved. 

In  fliort,  Jtis  not  their  Province  to  meddle  with 
Government  and  Titles  of  Crowned  Heads,  or 
worldly  Kingdoms,  Qhrlft  nor  his  Afoflles  never 
fhewed  tfiem  that  way,  but  the  contrary  •  our  Sa 
viour  faith,  My  Kingdom  is  not  of  this  World.  And 
great  Dodrine  that  our  Saviour  tayghc  was  the 

New 


(22    ) 

New-birth,  and  the  Regeneration,  and  that  WC  muft 
be  born  again ,   if  ever  we  enter  into  thA  Kingdom 
of  Heaven.    This  was  the  Primitive  Do#rine  that 
was  and  ought  to  be  preach'd  up  :    But  whether 
this  is  the  Do&rine  at  this  Day,  of  fuch  as  pretend 
themfelves  to  be  Ministers  of  Jefus  Cbrift,  let  the 
World  judge,  that  hear  them  ;  for  do  we  not  find, 
inftead  of  that,  nothing  is  fcarce  heard  in  many 
Pulpits,  but  Railing,  and  at  the  beft  good  Work  ; 
as  if  that  would  carry  a  Man  to  Heaven,  without 
that  New-birth  which  our  Saviour  took  fo  much 
Pains  to  convince  the  World  of  the  Truth  thereof. 
To  be  plain  (tho*  I  cannot  but  own  it's  a  fmall 
Digreflion)  there  is  nothing  more  certain  than 
this,  That  where-ever  the  Minifter  or  Prieft  hath 
the  leaft  of  Power,  the  more  Religion  and  the 
Nation  flourifli  j   and  where-ever  they  have  moft 
Power,  and  are  moft  numerous,  there  appears  the 
moft  of  Unchriftianity  and  Mifery  to  the  People, 
I  mean,  'Prleftcraft,  and  not  the  true  Minifters  of 
Chrift.    This  may  be  eafily  verified  by  all  the  Na 
tions  i^ound  us,  as  well  as  our  own. 

But  iince  thefe  Oxonians  will  intrude  themfelves 
into  thefe  Affairs,  let  us  confider  fome  more  of 
their  Expreflions,  viz,.  And,  as  that  Duty  -will  never 
fifffer  us  to  call  in  yueftion  any  Title  by  which  Tour  Ma- 
jeftj  holds  Tour  Crown  9  particularly  that  -which  is  Hers- 
d'-tary  ;  fo  it  -will  never  permit  us  to  give  any  Counte 
nance  to  that  Popijh  Republican  Doctrine  of  refifting  of 
Princes. 

By  the  way,  Gentlemen,  was  not  King  James 
the  Second  refifted,  and  that  by  your  Churchmen, 
particularly  Archbifhop  Bancroft ,  and  abundance  of 
other  Clergymen,  as  well  as  Noblemen  and  Gen 
tlemen  ?  and  was  he  not  driven  out  of  this  King 
dom  and  Ireland  ? 

But 


But  pray,  Learned  Gentlemen,  how  comes  k 
you  couple  Popijh  and  Republicans  together;  all  that 
*know  Popery,  muft  know  that  Popery  is  altoge 
ther  for  Monarchy,  and  hates  Republicans  above 
all  things  in  the  World,  the  Life  of  Popery  being 
for  abfolute  Monarchy  in  the  Church  as  well  as 
State,  and  to  fet  the  Miter  above  the  Crown ;  and 

Generally  all  Republicks  are  utterly  againft  the 
rinciples  of  Monarchy :    But  why  Republicans  ? 
pray  where  are  there  any  of  thefe  fort  of  Republi 
cans  now  in  England  ?  could  you  but  Name  them, 
or  defcribe  the  Country  where  they  dwell  it  would 
]   give  fome  colour  to  your  Addrefs,  if  you  could  find 
any  in  England  ..that  are  not  for  Queen,  Lords  and 
Commons,  and  for  the  Rights  arid  Liberties  of  the 
People ,-    defcribe  them   that  others  may  abhor 
them  as  well  as  your  Univerfity. 

But,  Gentlemen,  'tis  imagined,  and  you  ought 
to  be  told  it,  that  your  Hiding  in  thofe  words,  and 
jumbling  them  together,  is  rather  to  fhow  your 

Wit  to  the  unthinking  Sa Mob,  rather  than 

.any  Sincerity  ;  for  you  cannot  but  know,  if  you 
mean  the  Diffenters,  or  the  moderate  Church-men, 
by  your  words,  Republican  Spirits,  that  they  are,  and 
always  were  fo  far  from  wiming  any  alteration  in 
the  pre&nt  Government,  that  they  have  been  rea 
dy,  mofl  earneftly,  to  open  their  Purfes,  as  well  as 
Hearts,  for  the  fupporting  of  it,  and  for  the  Sue- 
ceflion  of  th£  Hanover  Family,  which  you  your- 
ielves  pretend  alfo  to  wifli.  And  this,  Gentlemen, 
you  cannot  be  Ignorant  of;  nor  were  any  of  them 
in  the  Paflive-Obedience  and  R  ebellious  Mob  of 
your  dear  Friend  S  ,  in  whofe  Favour  your 

Addrcfi  feems  a  little  to  drive  at,  tho'  in  your  Ad- 
drefs  you  ftem  utterly  to  difown  the  refitting  of 
Princes. 
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In  the  next  place  you  allure  Her  Majefty,  that 
yotl  will  tet'cb  and  encourage  fuch  Principles  as  may 
terd  to  true  fort  tie.  Titty,  and  Loyalty  :  which,  I  hope^ 
the  Diffentcrs  will  thank  you  for,,  in  cafe  you  per 
form  your  Promife,  that  their  legal  Meeting- 

Houfcs  be  not  hereafter  deftroyed  by  a  S 

Rebellious  Mob. 

You  fay  alfo  in  your  Addrefs,  111  Mm  have  found 
means  to  propagate  many  blafphemous  and  heretical  Do~ 
ttrines  among  us  *y  which  tend  more  to  the  Undermining 
of  Rtligion  t/ian  they  do  to  the  difturbancc  of  the  Civil 
Peace.  If  you,  Gentlemen,  pleafe  but  to  tell  us 
who  are  thofe,  and  what  are  the  blafphemous  and 
heretical  Do&rines  you  mention,  we  ifeall  then  be 
able  and  as  willing  to  abhor  them  as  well  as  your^ 
fetves  j  tho'  as  yet  we  can  hear  of  no  particulars, 
unlefs  of  one  of  your  Tribe,  who,  in  a  Sermon, 
lately  told  the  Congregation,  that  Jpiritual  and  ex 
tern  fore  Prayer  came  from  the  Devil :  it  muft  be  alfb 
.owned,  -that  fome  of  Dr.  Hicks  s  Thirty  Nine  Ar 
ticles,  and  Sachevtreh  Sermons  have  Very  much  fa 
voured  of  Blafphemy  ;  but  till  we  have  your  Par 
ticulars  we  will  not  utterly  condemn  them,  as  you 
do  the  Diflenters,  for  their  Schifm.  Tho',  at  the 
bottom,  I  do  believe  nothing  have  tended  more  to 
the  difturbance  of  the  Peace  you  mention,  than 
fuch  Do&rines  as  S.icheverci,  and  the  reft  of  your 
Friends  have  publifhed,  under  the  Notion  of  Paf- 
five-Obedience.  And  it  feems  Very  plain,  that 
thefe  fort  of  AdJreJJ'es,  at  this  time  a  day,  are  cal 
culated  by  thofe  that  are  in  the  Secret,  for  no 
other  End,  than  in  favour  of  the  Pretender,  and 
to  fly  in  the  face^f  the  Government,  tho'  in  your 
Addrefs  you  mention  t^ie  Hotife  of  Hano-vtr. 

And  that  the  Reader,  as  well  as  thefe  Gentle 
men  of  Oxford,  may  not  think  that  I  go  about  to 
impofe  on  th$  eredulou§  World,  as  they  do,  let 
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them  but  caft  their  Eyes  upop;  jhe  feveral  Jf<!2re/es 
arid  Tumults  fmce  SachevWeH  Trial.,  2nd  confider 
the  feveral  Writings  of  Hicks,  Brady,  Higgins, Collier > 
&c.  and  let  them  tell  me  what  other  Conftru&ion 
can  be  put  upon  them,  than  oppoling  the  Succef- 
fion  as  by  Law  eftablifti'd,  in  favour  of  the  Pre 
tender. 

And  hath  it  not  been  the  chief  Practice  of 
thofe  fort  of  Gentlemen,  ever'  (ince  the  Scotch  In- 
vafion,  more  ftrenuoufly  to  preach  up  Hereditary 
Right  (which  thefe  Oxonians  only  touch  upon)  as 
well  as  their  Paffive-Obedience. 

But  pray,  Gentlemen,  only  tell  us,  why  Paffive- 
Obedience  is  fo  much  now  the  cry  of  you  Gentle 
men  of  the  Church,  and  yet  fo  little  pradHs'd,  as 

we  fee  by  Sa Rebellious  Mob  ?  And  what 

is  the  reafon,  that  in  the  late  Reigns  of  King  Wil 
liam  and  Queen  Mary  we  heard  fo  little  of  that 
Cant,  and  fo  much  now,  unlefs  it  be  to  plain  the 
Way,  that  when  the  French  King  attempts  again 
to  bring  over  the  Pretender  we  ftiould  not  oppofe 
him. 

I  have  already  faid  fomething,  by  the  way^  to 
that  part  of  the  Addrefs  mentioning  the  Title  by 
which  Her  Majefty  holds  the  Crown  by,  and 
muft  do  thefe  Gentlemen  Addreffers  that  Juftice 
as  not  to  let  flip  the  remaining  part,  and  therefore^ 
muft  now  take  in  the  whole  Sentence,  that  they 
may  not  be  mifreprefented,  which  is,  viz,.  And 
as  that  Duty  will  never  fuffer  us  to  call  in  queftion  any 
Title  by  which  ToUr  Majtfty  holds  Her  Crown,  particu 
larly  that  which  is  Hereditary  ;  fo  it  will,  never  -permit 
us  to  give  any  'Countenance  to  that  Popifo  Republican 
Doftrine  of  rtfifting  of  Princes  :  the  very  mentioning  cf 
tobich}  at  thx  timc>  under  the  be  ft  cf  £Ju.eens,  ought  to 
be  detejhd  and  Morrtd. 

Now  where  the  great  Wifdom  and  Ingenuity  of 
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this  Paffage  lies  is  hard  to  find  out,  unlels  they 
had  left  out  feme  of  thefe  words,  viz.  at  this  timey 
which  feems  to  intimate,,  that  all  Times  are  not 
alike  to  them  for  their  Doctrine  ;  and  then  the 
fejtf  ofj^ueens,  fhows  as  if  in  others  Reign,  not  fo 
good  as  our  Queen,  that  Do&rine  may  not  be 
abhorred  ;  but  their  words,  at  firft  fight,  feems  to 
be  as  if  Her  Majefty  had  more,  or  other  Titles 
than  what  flie  hath  from  the  Law  of  the  Land : 
but,  God  be  praifed,  our  Kings  and  Queens  have 
ho  Titles  to  their  Crown  but  by  Law,  they  hold 
not  them  by  Conqueft,  that  is,  by  the  Sword,  or 
by  any  Jure  divino  Right  from  His  Unholinefs,  as 
King  John  once  did,  making  himfelf  a  Slave  to 
the  Pope :  fo  that  fure  thefe  Gentlemen  might 
have  fpared  themfelves  thofe  Expreffions,  unlefs 
they  had  feme  further  defign  than  their  words  dif- 
cover. 

But  pray,  Gentlemen,  doth  not  your  very  men 
tioning  Her  Majefty Js  Title  to  the  Crown,  efpeci- 
ally  your  diftin&ion,  by  the  word  Hereditary ,  con 
tra  !  id  your  foregoing  words,  of  meddling  in  that 
which  doth  not  concern  you :  and  is  not  your 
mentioning  it  an  intimation  to  the  World,  and  an 
iniinuating  of  Doubt^  as  if  Her  Majefty  had  fome 
difputable  Title  befides  thac  of  Hereditary.  Pray, 
Gentlemen,  for  what  End  was  that  word  Heredi 
tary  crcuded  into  your  Addnfs,  unlefs  to  ferve  the 
Pretender,  by  giving  him  a  handle,  it  may  be,  to 
difpute  with  the  Queen.  And  fliould  your  words 
have  place,  I  mean  the  word  ejfreciatty  Hereditary > 
the  Pretender  and  his  Adherents  may  give  you 
fuch  an  Anfwer  as  I  dare  not  mention.  And  'tis 
worth  Confideration,  if  thereby  ,our  Ad  for  fet 
tling  rhe  Crown  be  not  by  fuch  Infmuations,  as 
in  your  slddr.fs,.  not  only  dellgned  to  be  weaken 
ed^  but,  iri  effed:,  laid  afide,  for  another  Reafon, 
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which  doubtlefs  you  and  your  Brethren  have  un 
der  your  Circingles. 

Nor  will  your  Complement  to  Her  Majefty 
much  help  the  Cafe,  by  faying,  as  you  do,  in 
your  Addref,  that  you  will  not  give  Countenance 
to  that  Popifh  Republican  Do&rine  of  refitting  of 
Princes  help  the  matter  $  for  I  doubt  if  vou  ftill 
mean  Hereditary,  there  may  fomebody  el(e  in  the 
World,  be  pleas'd  with  that  Expreffion  befides 
yourfelves.  Nor  do  I  believe  the  Pretender,  or 
his  Party  will  have  any  the  leaft  caufe  to  be  angry 
with  you,  tho'  you  ihould  be  fo  good-natur'd  and 
juft  to  your  Word,  as  to  the  Houfe  of  Hanover. 

But  to  conclude  your  AJdrefi,  and  therein  this 
Anfwer,  I  can't  but  take  notice  of  your  wonted 
kindnefe  to  the  Diffenters,  where  you  fay  in  your 
Addrefsy  viz.  Tbo  we  by  no  means  prefume  to  dif approve 
of  that  legal  Impunity  which  is  allowed  to  Consciences 
furely  tender.  I  will  alfo  prefume  to  tell  you,  Gen 
tlemen  of  that  famous  Univerfity,  its  an  amazing 
thing  to  many  that  wifli  you  well,  that  you  could 
find  out  no  better  Terms  or  Words  to  exprefs  your 
Kindnefs  to  the  Diflenters,  than  to  be  beholding 
to  that  Tool  of  a  Party  (I  mean  Sacbeverel)  for  his 
Expreflions)  better,  I  think,  you  had  no  Comple 
ment  to  Her  Majefty,  than  to  have  let  the  Diflen 
ters  fee  you  Weaknefs,  to  be  beholding  to  him  for 
Words  to  exprefs  your  kindnefs. 

Befides,  Gentlemen,  with  all  his  and  your  pro 
found  Learning,  you  wou'd  do  well  to  inform  the 
World,  what  difference  there  is  between  an  Indul 
gence  or  Toleration,  and  a  freedom  from  Impunity,  for 
not  obeying  your  Church  ;  which  is  a  Word  that 
none  before  your  beloved  Sacheverely  as  can  be 
found,  ever  made  ufe  of  before  :  and,  no  doubt, 
was  intended  both  by  him  and  you,  to  lelfen  the 
Diflenters  Indulgence ;  and  had  it  been  in  his  or 
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your  Power,  notwithftanding  your  Kindnefs  pre 
tended  to  the  Diffenters,  you  would  have  found 
out  more  diminutive  words  than  that  of  Impunity. 
And  the  Diffenters,  inftead  of  thanking  yog  for 
your  favour,  might  as  well  look  upon  yoti,^pTL- 
tlemen,  as  Sacheverel,  to  be  but  very  Impertinent, 
to  make  yourfelves  Judges  of  the  reafonablenefs  of 
what  the  Law  allows  them. 

And  pray,  Gentlemen,  at  this  time  a  day,  why 
is  the  Indulgence  to  the  Diffenters  fo  grievous  to 
you  and  your  Party  ?  Have  any  of  them  been  the 
Profecutors  of  Sacbevml  ?  Have  they  gone  about 
to  unhinge  your  Church  ?  Have  they  gone  about  to 
take  away  the  Church-Livings ,  &c.  ?  Have  they  any 
ways  gone  about  to  perfwade  the  People  not  to 
pay  you  your  Tythes  ?  or,  Have  they  refufed  to 
pay  what  by  Law  is  commanded  ? 

And,  after  all,  what  do  they  do  but  preach  the 
Word  for  Charity,  and  for  God's  fake,  which  all 
Minifters  of  the  Gofpel  ought  to  do,  and  ever  did, 
till  by  the  exceffive  Bounty  of  the  People  the  Mi 
ni  fters  became  above  the  Miniftry,  and  were  ex 
pired,  not  only  to  great  Honours  and  Titles,  but 
immenfe  Riches,  which  hath  puffed  them  up  to 
fuch  a  height,  that  inftead  of  being  the  Servants 
and  Minifters  of  the  Church,  are  now  become 
Lords  Paramount  over  all. 

But  to  conclude,  It  cou'd  be  wifhed,  Gentlemen, 
by  your  Friends,  that  for  the  Queen's  fake,  as  well 
as  your  own,  you  had  not  gone  out  of  your  Pro 
vince,  but  rather  meddled  with  that  which  more 
nearly  concerns  you,  I  mean,  the  Salvation  of 
Souls,  by  preaching  up  the  Chriltian  Religion,  the 
Signs  of  which  are  Meeknefs,  Love,  and  Charity, 
and  not  that  damnable  Do&rine  of  Uncharitable  - 
nefs  to  your  Diffenting  Brethren ;  if  it  be  not  be* 
tow  you  to  call  them  Brethren, 
F  INI  S. 


